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south elgin manufacturing
No longer your grandparent’s factory

Bill Hoffer, Chairman of the Board for Hoffer Plas�cs, enjoys 
par�cipa�ng in the Monday morning opera�ons mee�ng and 
hearing about heavy steel injec�on mold number 1243. It has 
iconic status at Hoffer Plas�cs; it has churned out nearly 6 billion 
aerosol spray �ps for their client Sequist – a consumer goods 
company in Cary, Illinois now known as Aptar Group. “I started 
full-�me in July 1971 and that mold went into service in April 
1971.” Bill said. “It's been working here longer than me!”
 The same words used to describe mold 1243 – 
dependable, stable, well-maintained, revered, produc�ve, 
reliable, successful – are equally apt descrip�ons of 
Hoffer Plas�cs here in South Elgin.
                                                                    con�nued on page 2   

Hoffer Plastics: Past, Present, Future

1972 H����� P�������
Manufacturing has come a long way in the past 
50 years. Today, the factory floor at Hoffer 
Plas�cs and many other manufacturers is a 
bright, air-condi�oned, high-tech facility with an 
abundance of career opportuni�es.

Mark your calendar. Check out the 
Fall Events Calendar Pull-Out section!



south elgin past, present and future through the lens of Hoffer Plastics 

 Bill Hoffer’s parents, Bob and 
Helen began the namesake business 
in 1953. Bob worked in sales for GE, 
but dreamed of owning a business. 
“He had three investors in Cleveland,” 
Bill said. “Their only requirement was 
that he not compete in their market.”
  Bob could have started his 
fledgling enterprise in his hometown 
of West Lafaye�e, Indiana. Instead he 
took a road trip to the Chicago area 
and dropped in on his father-in-law in 
Elgin. It was Helen's hometown. It was 
Helen's family roots. It was Helen who 
was delighted to receive a phone call 
from her husband and her father 
indica�ng they had found a li�le 
building to start their business. It was 
Helen ge�ng the opportunity to 
move home.
 And it was most definitely South 
Elgin's gain. The first Hoffer facility – 
ini�ally called FoxVal Products – was 
rented from the Marison Company on 
the eastern edge of the Fox River. 
Today it's the yellow/tan building 
across from Panton Mill Park owned 
by Hoffer and leased to a smaller 
manufacturer.
 “Early on, my dad met the 
Kenyon family,” Bill said. “And in 1960 
he purchased 24 acres from them.”  
It's been Hoffer's home at 500 Collins 
ever since. A few addi�ons later, the 
facility now covers 365,000 square 
feet and employs 300+ people.  
 With machines becoming more 
efficient, Hoffer Plas�cs isn't planning 
for more buildings. “Plus, the kids in 
the neighborhood love the sled hill,” 

Bill said. “And parents like having 
a parking lot where they can stay 
warm while the kids are playing 
in the snow.”
 For all of its na�onal and 
interna�onal success, Hoffer is 
foremost a part of the 
community. “My dad loved all of 
the trees and didn't want to be 
disrup�ve to the neighborhood. 
From most vantage points, we 
don't look like a big 
manufacturing plant,” Bill said. 
“In fact, once or twice a year someone 
will stop in and ask if we're the nursing 
home, and I kind of take pride in that.”
 South Elgin's Village President, 
Steve Ward, is not surprised. He recalls 
how grounded the Hoffer's were when 
he grew up in Elgin near their home. 
“They weren't living on some exclusive 
estate,” Ward said. “They lived in the 
neighborhood we walked through a�er 
school. They played backyard football 
and ran around outside just like the 
rest of us.” 
 Charlo�e Hoffer Canning, Chief 
Marke�ng and Communica�ons Officer 
concurs. “We're not here for 70 years 
without being part of the community,” 
she said. “Our employees are from 
South Elgin and surrounding towns. 
Many have worked here 30, 40, 50 
years. If all we provided was a paycheck, 
it's hard to imagine that level of loyalty.” 
 Charlo�e, along with her sister 
Gretchen Hoffer Farb and brother Alex 
Hoffer form what they call G-3 (third 
genera�on of Hoffer's). Gretchen is the 
Chief Financial Officer and Alex is the 

Chief Revenue Officer. 
Together they’re building 
on the company's past as 
a prologue to Hoffer’s 
bright future.

The Hoffer Founda�on
During the 1960s, when Bob and Helen 
were growing a young business and 
paren�ng three college-bound children, 
most would understand if they chose to 
priori�ze their own long-term financial 
stability. Instead they opted to give back. 
They created the Hoffer Founda�on. From 
the start, Hoffer Plas�cs has abided by 
four guiding principles: Family, Integrity, 
Service, Trust. The Founda�on was a 
natural extension of those principles. It 
has donated and raised millions of dollars 
for organiza�ons such as Fox Valley 
Hospice, Habitat for Humanity, the Boys 
and Girls Club of Elgin. Within the Village, 
the Hoffer Founda�on was instrumental in 
funding the all-abili�es playground at 
SEBA Park, the new Boys and Girls Club 
facility in South Elgin and bringing a library 
branch to the Village. “That's an important 
one,” Bill said about the South Elgin 
branch of the Gail Borden Library. “It's in a 
place where people can drive, walk or bike 
to it, and I'm happy to hear they're soon 
expanding into the whole building.”
 Angela Bouque, Manager of the South 
Elgin branch library, men�oned that the 
Hoffer Founda�on funding was so 
generous, the library was willing to name 
it the Hoffer Branch Library. “My dad 
wouldn't want that,” Bill said. “This is a 
library for the community and not about 
us. It's South Elgin's library.” 
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Le�: (L to R) Chairman Bill Hoffer and the G-3: Alex Hoffer, Gretchen Farb and 
Charlo�e Canning
Top: (L to R) William Hoffer (Bob Hoffer’s brother), Helen Hoffer, Bill Cooper and 
Robert Hoffer

Con�nued next page
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The Hoffer Success Story
Among those founding principles: 
Family, Integrity, Service, Trust, Bill 
names Service as “the catalyst to 
everything we do…whether it's with 
employees, customers or the 
community.” A few more terms help 
explain Hoffer's business success: 
 Shrewd: When Bob located his 
start-up in South Elgin, he provided 
a pathway for his wife to return 
home. And in a 1950s business 
world without emails, Zoom calls 
and quick flights, Bob and the 
Hoffer sales team had a huge 
Chicago market to call upon.
 Diversified: The Hoffer business 
began by producing simple, small 
plas�c components. They expanded 
into more complex projects such as 
Polaroid cameras, Briggs & Stra�on 
plas�c carburetors and sterile, safe 
food/medical products. With each 
step, Hoffer applied knowledge 
gained from their other projects. 
Hoffer has become one of Briggs & 
Stra�on's (aka Murray) most 
dependable suppliers because Linda 
Clark, a quality control associate, 
used her aerosol sprayer knowledge 
to ensure Hoffer’s molding process 
wouldn't cause clogging. No other 
plas�c component supplier offered 
such knowledge.
 Innova�ve: Hoffer Plas�cs 
produces the valve found inside 
100% of the fountain drink syrup 
Coca- Cola sells to restaurants, 
cafeterias and convenience stores 
around the world. 100%! In the 

1980s, Coca-Cola challenged Hoffer to 
develop a valve that didn't require a 
metal spring. The metal made it 
challenging to recycle the plas�c. 
Hoffer answered the challenge and 
has been the sole supplier of the 
valves ever since. Hoffer recently 
earned MedAccred status as a 
cer�fied manufacturer of medical 
devices requiring sterile, safe, high-
quality components. 
 Sustainable: Along with the 
recyclable soda syrup containers, 
Hoffer does use post-consumer 
resins/plas�cs in their manufacturing 
processes. During the 1990s, Hoffer 
invested in their own electrical 
generators. Not only does this provide 
smooth power supply for their 
machinery, it reduces the strain on the 
grid when temperatures soar; 
meaning fewer brown-outs in South 
Elgin neighborhoods.
 

Where it leads: Breaking the Mold
As a third genera�on Hoffer, Charlo�e 
Hoffer Canning's task is ensuring a 
dynamic work force will keep Hoffer 
Plas�cs innova�ng and thriving for 
genera�ons to come. “We reach out to 
18-24 year olds and tell them this is 
not your grandpa's factory,” she said. 
“It's bright, clean, highly-automated, 
and we will always need people to 
keep it all running smoothly.” She 
advocates their Break the Mold 
program, where young people (and 
their guidance counselors and parents) 
discover the benefits of a career in 
manufacturing. “US manufacturing 

alone would be 
the eighth 
largest 
economy in the 
world,” she 
said. “And 
everything 
points to 
significant job growth opportuni�es for 
years to come.” Lessons learned from 
COVID-related supply shortages and cargo 
delays have restored the emphasis on 
manufacturing closer to home. For Hoffer 
this means high school graduates can expect 
a star�ng package exceeding $50,000 per 
year (hourly rate, 401K, paid vaca�on and 
health insurance) with high upside earnings 
growth. Paid appren�ceships and tui�on 
reimbursement are available as well.
 “Some claim robots will take over all of 
the jobs,” Charlo�e said. “We s�ll need 
people -- lots of people -- and can train 
them how to keep all that automa�on 
running. We welcome computer gamers, 
crea�ve thinkers and problem solvers.”
 This is the legacy Bob and Helen Hoffer 
created. A place where a steel mold from 
1971 con�nues to produce thousands of 
spray can �ps every day, and also a place 
where someone born 30 years later can 
help generate the innova�on, service, sales 
and produc�on for the next 70 years of 
Hoffer’s success.  

hoffer plastics: past, present and future con�nued from page 2
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SOUTH ELGIN
Made In

I�’� ��� V������ �� S���� E����’� 125�� A����������. 
While this issue of Village Light spotlights the impact of Hoffer Plas�cs, 
South Elgin’s industrious history includes food processing, meat packing, 
family-owned businesses, hydro-powered mills, light industrial, high-tech 
suppliers, warehousing and distribu�on and so much more. The Village of 
South Elgin is a diverse, economic powerhouse. 
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1980s - 
Robert and Helen

Hoffer and the 
arrival of an

injec�on molding
machine.
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Sworn-in as an officer of the South Elgin Police 
Department in 1993, Deputy Chief, Randy Endean re�red 
29 years later. Police Chief Jerry Krawczyk said DC 
Endean's "Commitment to the community was 
paramount." And it was evident in his roles as: an officer, 
crime preven�on DARE officer, Sergeant, Detec�ve 
Sergeant and Deputy Chief. He has also served as an 
officer of the Kane County Chiefs of Police Associa�on, 
TRIAD of Elgin Township and the Kane County Hoarding 
Task Force. DC Endean will hold a special place among his 
colleagues for his quick wit, calming presence, easy laugh 
and con�nued efforts to recruit the best and brightest 
officers to his beloved South Elgin Police Department. A 
law enforcement career well done, DC Endean. 

Chief Steve Wascher 
of the South Elgin & 
Countryside Fire 
District re�red 
Tuesday, May 31. 
Star�ng part-�me for 
a community with 
only four firefighters, 
Chief Wascher 
ascended to lead the 
fire protec�on 
district and its three 
fire sta�ons, 38 firefighters and a top-notch administra�ve 
staff. As a rescue dive instructor and CPR instructor with 
29 years of experience, Fire Chief Wascher will be missed. 
The Village thanks him for his dedica�on to South Elgin! 
By the way, it's a tradi�on 
for re�ring Fire Chiefs to 
choose the vehicle to drive 
home following re�rement. 
Steve chose the same truck 
he once drove brand new 
from the factory to the 
sta�on many years ago. A 
fi�ng last ride.

Deputy Chief Randy Endean Chief steve wascher

fresh replacements within the leadership of South Elgin Police and South Elgin Fire District

4

Retirements within the leadership of South Elgin Police and South Elgin fire District

Bre� Czechowski was sworn-in July 18 as South Elgin Police Department’s Deputy Chief. 
Since joining the department in 2005, he has held the roles of officer, evidence technician 
and Sergeant of the Community Ac�on Team. Like the rest of SEPD’s leadership team, DC 
Czechowski a�ended the Northwestern University School of Police Staff & Command.  

Promoted from Assistant Chief to Chief, July 11, 2022, William Luchsinger has served the 
South Elgin and Countryside Fire District with dis�nc�on since 2006.  Along with extensive 
experience as a firefighter and paramedic, Chief Luchsinger is a US Army veteran currently 
pursuing his Master’s in Public Administra�on from Northern IL University. Congratula�ons 
to Deputy Chief Czechowski and Fire Chief Luchsinger!DC Czechowski Chief Luchsinger
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Co-Ed Youth Basketball League
Grade: K-8       Instructor: SEPR Staff
Youth basketball is a co-ed 
instruc�onal basketball league 
designed to develop basic 
basketball skills and general 
understanding of the game. 
Modified rules allow for more freedom 
of play, the development of each child 
and equal playing �me. Each team will 
prac�ce one night per week (Monday 
through Thursday) and play one game on 
Saturday and there are no game standings. Prac�ce
loca�on will be different than game loca�on. Individual team requests will not 
be honored to allow teams to be equal and fair. A mul�ple child discount is 
available, the first child is full price, each child therea�er receives a 15% 
discount. First game is December 3, 2022.

Registra�on deadline is October 7, 2022.  There will be a $20 late fee a�er this 
date and T-shirt size cannot be guaranteed. If an incorrect t-shirt size is ordered 
by parent/guardian or you need a replacement for any reason, there is a $20 
replacement cost.

Loca�on: TBD
Grade  Sec�on# Day  Date  Time R/NR
First  34011-01 M-Th & Sat 11/7-2/11 9am-5pm $150/$165
Second  34011-02 M-Th & Sat 11/7-2/11 9am-5pm $150/$165     
Third  34011-03 M-Th & Sat 11/7-2/11 9am-5pm $150/$165                                                                                                                                                            
Fourth  34011-04 M-Th & Sat 11/7-2/11 9am-5pm $150/$165 
Fi�h  34011-05 M-Th & Sat 11/7-2/11 9am-5pm $150/$165
Sixth  34011-06 M-Th & Sat 11/7-2/11 9am-5pm $150/$165
Kindergarten 34011-07 M-Th & Sat 11/7-2/11 9am-5pm $150/$165
7th/8th  34011-08 M-Th & Sat 11/7-2/11 9am-5pm $150/$165

Volunteer Youth Basketball Head Coaches Needed!        
Head coaches (age 18+) will be required to run prac�ce for one hour 
once a week and coach the game on Saturdays. There will be a 
mandatory coaches mee�ng prior to teams being rostered.

To sign-up, visit southelgin.com/registra�on and enter code 34012.

Budgeting for Fun
Age: 18-99           Instructor: Mike Fulkerson, Personal Financial Advisor
Budge�ng is not fun; however, it is an essen�al piece of any savings plan. The 
class will discuss ways to help reduce debt, analyze expenses, and poten�ally 
increase savings. Learn �ps on how to s�ck with a budget too! No charge for 
this class but registra�on required. Loca�on: Municipal Annex
Sec�on# Day Date Time  R/NR
33001-01 Mon 10/17 6:30-8:30pm $0/$0

Investing with $25 a Month
Age: 18-99           Instructor: Mike Fulkerson, Personal Financial Advisor
Inves�ng $25 a month really can make a difference! Explore various investment 
plans, how to invest in them, and easy implementa�on strategies. No charge for  
class but registra�on required. Loca�on: Municipal Annex 
Sec�on# Day Date Time  R/NR
33002-02 Mon 9/19 6:30-8:30pm $0/$0

aquatics programs @ BAC
The Bartle� Aqua�cs Center offers 
preferred rates to South Elgin 
residents for classes and pool 
passes. The full list of fall classes 
and details are available online at: 
southelgin.com/programs. 

Fitnessand Mar�al Arts
Class descrip�onsand details atsouthelgin.com/programs

Martial Arts & Fitness Classes
South Elgin Parks and Recrea�on offers 
a wide selec�on of Mar�al Arts and 
Fitness Classes, including:
Ÿ Mar�al Arts for Children
Ÿ Cardio Kickboxing
Ÿ Zumba�
Ÿ Zumba� Toning
Ÿ Soul Fusion
Ÿ and more!

Lisa Stepson and 
Tracie Weil lead our 
popular fitness classes 
at the Municipal Annex 
(1 West State Street).

Our Mar�al Arts classes are taught by 
the Na�onal Karate Schools. Some are 
held at the Municipal Annex and others 
at their school. More informa�on about 
Na�onal Karate is available at 847-741-
6565 or na�onalkarate.com.

Full fitness and
mar�al arts class 
details and 
descrip�ons
available at 
southelgin.com/programs
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Questions about preschool pals? 
For 3-year old and 4-year old preschool programs, you’ll find all of the details 
at southelgin.com/preschool. If you have any ques�ons regarding the 
Preschool Pals program, please e-mail Krista McKinney at: 
kmckinney@southelgin.com.

Play-based

Curriculum
Playing with

a purpose

Give me Five

U-46 Liaisons bridge

gap for those going

to kindergarten

EPEL

Members of the 

Elgin Partnership

for Early Learning

Catch Program

Coordinated

approach to

children’s health

Kindergarten

Readiness
Prepping students

for success

Connect with

D303
Coordinated

curriculum

Field Trips

A variety of onsite

and offsite

learning adventures

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Preschool PalsPreschool PalsPreschool Pals
One program. Eight great benefits.

South Elgin Preschool Pals offers the opportunity for your child to 
learn and develop age appropriate benchmarks through a fun and 
engaging atmosphere. Our teachers build curriculum that will foster 
natural interests and understanding with basic concepts. Preschool 
Pals provides a nurturing, fun, and safe environment which 
emphasizes the development of social/emo�onal skills and 
curiosity. The program and curriculum, including reading, wri�ng, 
art, music, math, science, small and large motor ac�vi�es, drama�c 
play, circle �me, and group discussions, will help prepare your 
student for kindergarten and beyond. 
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Halloween Treats
Age: 5-12           Instructor: Agata Kolodziejczyk
Learn how to make Spooky Halloween treats during this hands-on cooking workshop. Chefs will prepare witch hat 
cupcakes, mummy pizza and spooky trail mix. Please note any allergies at registra�on. Parents, join your goblins 
during the last 15 minutes for sampling. JD
Loca�on: Municipal Annex
Sec�on# Day Date Time  R/NR Fee
34034-01 Tue 10/18 4-5:30pm $23/$25

Thanksgiving Appetizers
Age: 5-12           Instructor: Agata Kolodziejczyk 
Amaze your family and friends with delicious food to serve on Thanksgiving.  
We will make buffalo chicken dip, cranberry fluff and turkey cupcakes.  
Please note any allergies at registra�on.  Parents, please join us during 
last 15 minutes for sampling. JD
Loca�on: Municipal Annex
Sec�on# Day Date Time  R/NR Fee
34036-01 Tue 11/15 4-5:30pm $23/$25

Christmas Baking
Age: 5-12           Instructor: Agata Kolodziejczyk
Holiday baking sets the season in mo�on. You will mix, bake and decorate 
tradi�onal Christmas cookies. Parents, please join us during the last 15 
minutes of class for sampling. Please note any allergies at registra�on.
Loca�on: Municipal Annex
Sec�on# Day Date Time  R/NR Fee
34037-01 Tue 12/13 4-5:30pm $23/$25
  

Kids Cooking Classes

STEM Program
Science, Technology,

Engineering and

Mathematics
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®

A FACILITY OF THE BARTLETT PARK DISTRICT

Get your kicks with programs

@ South Elgin Parks & Recreation!

From fitness and aqua�cs to mar�al arts,
camps, classes, athle�cs and more, we have 
you covered! For program lis�ngs and 
registra�on informa�on, please visit:
southelgin.com/programs

PARKS &
RECREATION

South Elgin’s event-style park is available for rental whether it’s just the 
pavilion or the en�re facility. 

To learn more, visit 
southelgin.com/PantonMillPark. 
For full details, please call 847-
622-0003. 
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PARK
ADOPT A      

Park Name Here
Sponsored by:

Sponsors Name Here

ADOPT-A-PARK opportunities available
Calling all Scouts, Neighborhoods, Residents, Families, and Community 
Organiza�ons…Let's keep our community clean and safe! You and your 
group can Pick-A-Park or Pick-A-Spot. It 
will be your responsibility to maintain 
the area you choose. Each group can 
have different responsibili�es from 
picking up li�er, pain�ng, mulching, 
and even plan�ng! If you have an idea, 
please share and we can help you put 
it in mo�on.  

Ques�ons? 847-622-0003 or email: 
separksandrecrea�on@southelgin.com. 
More informa�on available at: 
southelgin.com/adopt-a-park

Senior Fishing with  the

retired Chiefs
Seniors (age 50+), 
would you want 
to enjoy a morning 
at Blackhawk Pond 
fishing with re�red
Fire Chiefs? And during 
our 125th Anniversary year, 
a South Elgin Fire District historian 
will share stories from the past. 
Come for the fishing or just to hear 
the stories! JD
Loca�on: Blackhawk Park Pond  
Sec�on#   Day Date Time    
23607-01  Th 8/18 9-11am

Summer gratitude and

autumn activities
Thank you to all who helped create a 
successful summer of events...the 
incredible residents, the volunteers, 
the staff members and the performers! 
We now turn our gaze toward fall and 
our upcoming community events (End 
of Summer Music Fling, SEPD Village 
Day Out, Pumpkin 
Patch and An Almost 
Winter Day). Check 
out the pull-out 
guide in this issue 
for full details.

Municipal Annex North Room REntal
The North Ac�vity Room offers a great space to hold a mee�ng, baby or bridal shower or other events. A rental 
request form must be completed at least 14 days prior to rental date requested. Many table arrangements are 
possible, and round or rectangle tables are available. To check availability, email: 
separksandrecrea�on@southelgin.com or call 847-622-0003. JD

Resident: $25/hour: M-F un�l 10pm; $40/hour: Sat-Sun un�l 10pm
Non-Resident: $65/hour: Mon - Fri un�l 10pm; $80/hour: Sat-Sun un�l 10pm

Note: $100 deposit required at �me of inquiry. Refundable if room is le� in good
condi�on. Please include set-up and clean-up �me when calcula�ng total cost.

2023 Panton Mill Park rentals open December 1, 2022! 

aerial photography: flybychicago.com
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Let’s keep our community clean and 
safe! You and your group can pick a 
park or a spot, and it will be your 
responsibility to maintain your area of 
choice. Each group can have different 
responsibili�es - from picking up li�er 
to pain�ng, mulching or even 
plan�ng flowers. If you have an idea, 
we can help put it in mo�on. Contact 
the  Parks & Recrea�on Department 
(email: separksandrecrea�on
@southelgin.com or call 847-622-
0003). To Fill Out An Applica�on  
visit southelgin.com/adopt-a-park. 
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Winter break camp
Grades:  K-8  Instructor:  Parks & Rec Camp Staff
Good winter fun indoors and out. We will have ac�vi�es planned for the day.  
Please send your child with lunch, a snack and refillable water bo�le daily. If the 
minimum number of par�cipants is not met for one par�cular day, only that day 
will be canceled. Registra�on opens September 1, 2022. Registra�on Deadline: 
December 5, 2022. $20 late registra�on fee will be issued a�er that date if 
space is available per day. KM
Loca�on:   Municipal Annex, 1 W State Street
Time:  9am - 4pm
Sec�on# Day Date R/NR
41201-01 Th 12/22 $43/$53/day
 F  12/23
 T  12/27
 W  12/28
 Th 12/29
 F  12/30
 T  1/3
 W  1/4
 Th 1/5 
 F  1/6

Camp Extended Care
Grades:  K-8  Instructor:  Parks & Rec Camp Staff
Before and a�er care is provided for camp. If your child is not on our extended 
care list you will be charged for a punch for that day. Punches must be 
purchased no later than Dec 18.  KM
Session#  Program  Day Time  Cost
41401-01 AM Care  M-F  7-9am  $9/day
41501-01 PM Care  M-F  4-6pm  $11/day

Breakfast with santa
Age:  All Ages  Instructor:  South Elgin Parks & Recrea�on Staff
Join us for Breakfast with Santa!! We'll have all of the breakfast basics, along 
with cra�s and coloring. And of course a visit from Santa! Everyone will have 
individual �me to visit with Santa and a photo op. KM 
Parents: Please bring your own camera, pictures are not provided. 
Loca�on:  Village Squire, 480 Randall Road
Min/Max:  40/100
Sec�on # Day  Date   Time  R/NR Fee
33603-01 S 11/19  9-10:30am $13/$18

Lunch with Santa
Age:  All Ages  Instructor:  South Elgin Parks & Recrea�on Staff
Join us for lunch with Santa. Bring the family and hang out with the big guy 
himself. Meals are as follows: Kids - Cheeseburger or Chicken Fingers; Adults - 
Cheeseburger or Chicken Sandwich. All meals include fries, a beverage and a 
dessert to enjoy. Don’t forget about the individual �me every child will get with 
Santa and of course the cra�s, coloring and reindeer food. Parents, please 
bring your own camera, pictures are not provided. KM
Loca�on:  Village Squire, 480 Randall Road 
Min/Max:  30/60
Sec�on # Day  Date   Time  R/NR Fee
33601-01 S 11/19  11:30am-1pm  Child $13/$18
       Adult $18/$25

Letters to Santa

Ho, Ho, Ho…Santa will be sending 
le�ers from the North Pole. All mail 
must arrive at Village Hall no later than 
December 9. Le�ers should be dropped 
off at Santa's mailbox inside of Village 
Hall. Santa's le�er will be personalized, 
so make sure that you include what toy 
you would like for Christmas, with 
whom you will spend your holiday, and 
all of the good things you have done 
this year. Don't forget your address – 
just so Santa doesn't have to search too 
hard! Come out to An Almost Winter 
Day on November 19 to write and 
decorate your le�er. JD
Age:  All Ages
Loca�on: Mailbox at Village Hall
  Le�ers postmarked 
  from North Pole 
Fee:  Free

PARKS &
RECREATION

December 
10-18

Par�cipate in our 2022 Holiday Lights 
Decora�ng Contest! The contest will 
run Dec 10-18 and residents will have 
an opportunity to vote on their 
favorites. Par�cipants will get a lawn 
sign like the image above with a 
designated house number for online 
vo�ng. Get all of the rules, registra�on 
and info: southelgin.com/holidaylights. 
Registra�on deadline: December 7, 2022.

Dear
Santa
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Boys and Girls Club of South Elgin

nearing completion
With a goal of opening its doors in 2022 
to a world class Boys & Girls Club facility, 
the new South Elgin clubhouse is nearing 
comple�on. The vacant shell of the 
former Village Public Works building has 
nearly completed its transforma�on into 
a welcoming, safe, a�er-school second-
home for more than 250 K-8 students. 
The clubhouse will include a gymnasium, 
STEM Lab, classrooms, kitchen facili�es, 
quiet study areas, staff offices and more. 
The project has earned $4 million in 
renova�on and opera�on funds from 
private donors, businesses and 
organiza�ons. To learn more, see images 
and consider their available dona�on 
opportuni�es, please visit 
bgcelgin.org/SEdonorwall.

jon J Duerr Forest preserve receives improvement grant
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County was awarded a $400,000 
development grant for Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve in South Elgin! The grant 
will be part of a $1.24 million project that includes two new picnic shelters, 
realignment of the trail system to make it more safe, replacement of the boat 
launch, and restora�on of more than 25 acres of prairie. The OSLAD grant 
program (Open Space Land Acquisi�on & Development) is administered by the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The “Bike, Boat and Botanical” 
project is expected to begin 2023 and wrap-up in 2024. 

Fire district offers

life-saving programs
Smoke Detector Awareness Program 
Fire preven�on and safety in the 
home are major concerns for all 
community fire departments. South 
Elgin Fire District has many resources 
available to the public to help keep 
homes safe. One of these is a Smoke 
Detector Awareness Program 
designed to ensure all homes in 
South Elgin’s fire district are 
equipped with working smoke 
detectors. Call 847-741-2141.

CPR Programs – The Fire District 
provides American Heart Associa�on 
training with cer�fied instructors. 
These courses include BLS 
Healthcare Provider, HeartSaver with 
AED, First Aid and Baby Si�er.              
BLS Healthcare Provider and 
HeartSaver with AED courses are 
held every month. Find more 
informa�on and register for a CPR 
course at southelginfire.com/cpr-
programs or call 847-741-2141.

Checking in with other Village organizations

AROUND THE 
C    MMUNITY
AROUND THE 
C    MMUNITY

Top image: exterior rendering
Other images: construc�on July 13, 2022

Fall story times at

gail borden south elgin
Something NEW at the South Elgin 
Branch! Drop in story�me at 4pm 
every Monday for our Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade students! Come 
enjoy fun stories and surprises!  

Mondays at 5:30pm: Preschoolers 
will enjoy stories, songs, and 
ac�vi�es. Ages 3-5 years old. 
Caregivers must remain in the 
building, but do not need to a�end 
class. This is the first, “on my own” 
library Story�me for children.

Thursdays at 10:30am Bounce & 
Rhyme Story�me for ages 1-3: Join 
us for stories, rhymes, and songs in 
this interac�ve Story�me. Ages 1-3 
years old with adult caregiver. 
A�endance is limited, please register 
each child individually. 

Enjoy a fresh-brewed, 
premium conversa�on 
with Village President 
Steve Ward while 
enjoying a complimentary 
cup of Starbuck’s coffee 
at Gail Borden’s 
South Elgin branch!

Monday, Sept 26: 6:30-7:30pm
Monday, Nov 14: 9-10am

with the
Mayor
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Welcome new businesses!
The South Elgin Community Development 
Department and South Elgin Economic Development 
(SEED) welcome the following businesses to the 
Village as of June 20, 2022: 

Ÿ Pure Barre South Elgin - 454 Redington Drive Unit G. 
 (Bou�que Fitness Studio) 
Ÿ Store Space - 250 Randall Road (Self-Service Storage) 
Ÿ Gentleman's Barber Lounge - 814 N. La Fox Street (Barbershop)
Ÿ Grease Monkey - 225 Randall Road (Oil Change and Auto Repair) 

For future South Elgin business inquiries: SEED, PO Box 678, South Elgin, IL 60177 
Ÿ (847) 742-SEED (7333)   seedsouthelgin.com contact@seedsouthelgin.com

Summer is a good �me to catch up on home maintenance and repair 
projects. The Village’s Code Enforcement staff offers these helpful 
property maintenance ac�vi�es for the fall months:

FALL Property Maintenance Checklist 

10 so .  .uthelgin.com    Village Light   Autumn 2022 9

NOVEM
BER

SEPTEM
BER

OCTOBER

Test and change ba�eries in smoke/CO detectors

Inspect and clean chimney & fireplace

Change furnace filter regularly

Clean and store summer lawn equipment and 

drain garden hoses 

Cover/store pa�o furniture and grills in a 

protected area

Fer�lize and aerate lawn

Prep property for snow

Store boats/RV's in the interior side yard 

and/or rear yard on hard-dust free surface or 

offsite no later than October 31.

Winterize your irriga�on system

Inspect and clean out window wells for debris

Clean out gu�ers and downspouts from autumn 

leaves

Clean humidifiers regularly during hea�ng season
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fall leaf pick-up information 
The Village provides landscaping/yard waste collec�on from March 1 through 

December 15 (or first snowfall) on the same day as garbage and 
recycling pick-up. This includes grass clippings, leaves, vines and  
similar items. Small bushes, brush/branch clippings, when securely 

bound with string or twine in bundles not exceeding four feet 
in length, will be collected too. For full details about senior 

leaf pick-up,storm drain clearing, Christmas tree 
pick-up and more, visit: southelgin.com/leaf.

Flood SafetyTips

Full details:
southelgin.com/FloodSafetyTips

Know whether you
live in a flood zone.

Consider buying flood
insurance.

Have supplies to get
you through a flood
event.

Move valuables and
important documents 
away from water damage.

Keep up with home
and yard maintenance.

Do NOT walk or drive
through flowing water.

Keep away from power
and electrical lines.

Be alert to gas leaks. 
Do NOT use candles or open
flames if you smell gas.

Do not use gas generators
or charcoal fire indoors
during power outages.

Clean everything that
has been wet.



Calendar of Events

sUMMER ROAD PROGRAM BECOMES AN UPHILL CHALLENGE

Dixon Engineering gave the water tower 
at Gilbert and Ann Street a fresh coat of 
paint and added our new logo. It’s a 
project tackled every 15 years or so. In 
addi�on to the exterior work, the 
interior of the tank was drained and 
completely resurfaced to minimize 
future corrosion. Anchor points and 
seams were inspected and repaired as 
necessary, and the entry hatch now 
func�ons properly. Good to go for 
another 15 years! Coming next issue: 
how the Village is addressing water 
supply and water quality to meet the 
community’s present and future needs.

Village Public Works Director, Mike Mille�e, received one of 
the highest na�onal recogni�ons in his profession: American 
Public Works Associa�on (APWA) Top 10 Public Works 
Leader. He’ll be the first to share the credit. “I’ve worked 
with excellent teams, and have had the good fortune of 
having great mentors.” Mille�e said the recogni�on was humbling. “It’s not just 
comple�ng a checklist of tasks, and when you finish you get the award. Peers 
choose the recipients and being among them is quite an honor.” Mille�e has 
served as Public Works Director for South Elgin since 2019, and in that �me he 
has overseen enhanced efforts to test the Village’s water main infrastructure, 
launched a smart meter water installa�on project, con�nued large-scale road 
projects, helped re-connect the Fox River Trail and more. He also serves on the 
APWA Government Affairs Council where he has worked to ensure recogni�on of 
Public Works Departments as first responders. “We’re an important part of 
emergency management and it expands our presence to be involved with 
response planning from the start.” Congratula�ons, Mike!

east side water tower gets more than a pretty face

A labor dispute between mining equipment operators and Illinois 
gravel suppliers shut down asphalt producers in early June. As of
July 17, the dispute remains an ongoing challenge to
the 2022 northern Illinois road construc�on season.
When the dispute is resolved, there could be addi�onal
repercussions as the asphalt suppliers ramp produc�on
and scheduled projects are priori�zed with winter
on the horizon. Updates will be shared on the
Village’s social media pages and 
at southelgin.com.

SMART WATER METER UPDATE
Tracking household water usage via 
your computer and iden�fying costly 
water leaks are two advantages 
provided by smart water 
meters. The Village is now 
installing them in
every home and
business. 

Learn more: 
southelgin.com/
smartmeter
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September

5 Administra�ve Offices Closed

6 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

7 Senior Concert in the Park - 11am

10 SEPD Village Day Out - 2pm

11 Senior Concert in the Park - 11am

19 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

21 Planning & Zoning - 7pm

26 Coffee with the Mayor - 6:30pm

October

1 Pumpkin Patch Fes�val - 9am

1 Pet Costume Parade - 10am

3 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

17 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

19 Planning & Zoning - 7pm

20 Police Pension Fund - 4pm

24  Recrea�on Board - 7pm

November

7 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

11 Administra�ve Offices Closed

14 Coffee with the Mayor - 9:30am

16 Planning & Zoning - 7pm

19 An Almost Winter Day - 2pm

19 Holiday Tree Ligh�ng - 5pm

21 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

24/25 Admin Offices Closed

28 Recrea�on Board - 7pm

Welcome recent addi�ons! 

Crystal Gonzalez, Administra�on

And best wishes to our recent re�rees!

Randy Endean, Police Department

Andrew Nelson, Police Department

Village’s Mike Millette named top 10 Public Works Leader in USA
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L to R: Trustee Chris Merri�, Trustee 
Lisa Guess, Trustee Greg Lieser, Clerk 
Margo Gray, Village President Steve 
Ward, Trustee Jennifer Barconi, Trustee 
Sco� Richmond, Trustee Mike Kolodziej

Contact Us
Village Hall

Public Works

Community Development 

Parks & Recrea�on

Police Administra�on

Emergency

M��� �������� ��: 
Village Administrator 
Village of South Elgin

10 N Water St., South Elgin, IL 60177 

village board of trustees

 847-742-5780

847-695-2742

847-741-3894

847-622-0003

847-741-2151

911

Our Village President (and our Barber-in-Chief), Steve Ward has 
served the Village of South Elgin since 1992 as a member of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission (1992 – 2001), Village Trustee 
(2001 – 2013) and current Village President since 2013. 
 President Ward and his wife Nancy are married with five 
children, and he has called South Elgin home since 1988. When 
not presiding over Board mee�ngs and a�ending community 
events, Steve Ward owns Ralph's Barber Shop in Elgin (his 
father, Ralph Ward, originally owned the namesake shop), where he has cut hair 
since 1977. President Ward took �me in July to answer a few ques�ons:

What’s your impression of Panton Mill Park 2022?
A year ago in this column I men�oned the best thing about Panton Mill Park is that 
we’re just ge�ng started. And this year we’ve taken another big step forward. 
With 40+ free community events, private func�ons and rentals by other 
organiza�ons, there are things happening in our Village Center almost every night 
of the summer. These are the kind of steps necessary to a�ract business and 
restaurant investment and allow the Village Center to thrive. 

This issue of Village Light spotlights 125 years of manufacturing and the impact 
of the Hoffer Corpora�on. What does it mean to you?
Living in the area all of my life, I’ve always known members of the Hoffer family 
and they remain connected to our community. They’re more than just a major 
employer for the region; they have been nothing short of super generous when it 
comes to suppor�ng our parks, the library, the new Boys & Girls Club and so many 
other community ini�a�ves. An absolutely great family and an important reason 
South Elgin is such a healthy place to live and work.

Why should residents come to a Coffee with the Mayor event?
They’re casual, they’re informa�ve and they’re an opportunity to ask the ques�ons 
you might have about the Village. The public is always welcome to a�end Board of 
Trustee mee�ngs and speak during the public comment por�on, but it’s a more 
formal gathering and the allo�ed �me to speak is limited. At a Coffee with the 
Mayor, the interac�on is more conversa�onal. And the coffee is always 
complimentary!

The Village Light will happily include ques�ons for the Village President submi�ed 
by residents of South Elgin. Please email ques�ons to: cpierce@southelgin.com.

A Little Off the Top

3 Questions for the Village President
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Enjoy a fresh-brewed, 
premium conversa�on 
with Village President 
Steve Ward while 
enjoying a complimentary 
cup of Starbuck’s coffee 
at Gail Borden’s 
South Elgin branch!

Monday, Sept 26: 6:30-7:30pm
Monday, Nov 14: 9-10am

with the
Mayor










